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Winter and the Squirrel 
by Pastor Rob McCoy 

The secular world moves fast. It feels like society is 
trying to do things better, or faster, or with more 
efficiency, without a clear starting point or a firm 
foundation. When I was young, I remember my mother 
taking all the kids to the hot springs in our old blue truck. 
We had to travel 2-3 miles on a dirt road in cattle country. 
The road was not maintained and was often wet due to 
irrigation run off. Normally, the 1960 International could 
maneuver the terrain without issue, but today, we got 
stuck in the mud.  

We piled out of the truck and watched my mother attempt 
to “pull us from the miry clay.” It is still as clear in my 
mind today as if it was yesterday. Seeing those big old 
tires spinning in the very slippery mud. The more gas my 
mother used, the faster the wheels would spin. Despite all 
the effort to move forward, the truck sat, stuck in the 
same spot. I watched my mother assess the situation and 
then call us over. She gave us clear instructions to gather 
rocks, sticks and brush. My mother built up a solid 
foundation under the tires. It was not easy, but she did it. 
My mother drove the truck out and we all had ice cream. 

I had an opportunity to walk the church property last 
Sunday after church. It was exciting to see all of the 
changes that have been going on over the last year. As we 
walk along our spiritual journey together, we have many 
opportunities to explore our faith, meditate, and practice 
the art of listening to God here at the North Mason United 
Methodist Church. I am thankful for all of the people and 
the many hours that have gone into the Fire Pit, 
Labyrinth, and Medicine Wheel area. If you have not yet 
visited one or all of them, here is your invitation. 

I stepped into the Medicine Wheel and stood in the 
center. As I turned in place, looking at all of the stones 

from the perspective of the center stone, I thought of the 
early Native Americans. I tried to imagine what the 
conversations would have been around the Wheel and 
what insight might be learned from their teaching. As I 
pondered and listened, I noticed a squirrel in the tree. The 
squirrel was looking at me, and I, well, I was looking at it. 

I started to think about the squirrel. Playful in the spring 
and summer, the squirrel jumps from limb to limb 
squeaking and squawking, without a care in the world. In 
fall, the squirrel begins to harvest and store. Knowing that 
winter is coming, the squirrel prepares by provisioning. 
Storing up what it will need to get through the harshest of 
winter conditions. When the world seems barren and 
without life, the squirrel will be fine, because it has a firm 
foundation of resources to live off of until the snow melts, 
and the sun, once again, warms the earth. 

I watched the squirrel. Surprisingly, I was facing the 
October stone with the squirrel directly above. I began to 
think about Job. During the month of October we will 
have an opportunity to learn more about Job and the 
winter of our faith. The times that stretch us to our 
breaking point, the trials that cause us to doubt, and even 
the situations where we find ourselves asking the 
question, “Where is God in all of this?” 

We have journeyed deep into healing and forgiveness this 
summer and fall. I have experienced new areas of my 
own faith that I was unaware of. I have seen God’s glory 
and the absolute power of prayer. I have seen God 
comfort the dying and bring them peace, a peace that 
transcends my own understanding. I have witnessed the 
healing power of God in ways I cannot explain in all of 
my many years of medical training. When I say “God is 
Good!” and you say “All the time!” I completely mean it! 

But, October is here. The leaves are changing and the 
squirrel is gathering food. Continued on page 2... 



“The Word” 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I do? Do you want to study and explore the 

upcoming scripture being read on Sunday? Do you like to be in friendly discussions as to the 

possible meaning of the scripture? Come join us! We are “The Word” discipleship group. We meet 

on Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 7:30pm in the church library. We are having lots of fun and 

discussion on what the pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try to stay ahead of him! Come join us! All 

are welcome! 

Winter and the Squirrel...continued 

Winter is coming. In our faith lives, we will be 
challenged. Stay strong, you are not alone. Great is God’s 
faithfulness! When times get difficult, when situations 
seem out of our control, when we get stuck in the mud 
and it seems like there is nothing that can pull us out of 
the miry clay, Jesus! 

Jesus is our firm foundation. His teachings give us 
traction in our lives to keep us moving forward, no matter 
what terrain lies beneath our tires. Isaiah 41:10 is clear, 
“Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am 
your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my victorious right hand.” God’s clear 
message to us continues in John 3:16, “For God so loved 
the world, (FOR GOD SO LOVES YOU!) that God gave 
his only Son, so that everyone, EVERYONE who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life!”  

I am blessed to be on this faith journey with you. I am 
excited to gather our scriptural provisions to help sustain 
us through the dark, cold days of winter. I am honored to 
build up our firm foundations, together, and become a 
light and a witness to God’s love and promise for the rest 
of the world. I am ready to get un-stuck, because God 
will set us free! Lets get some ice cream!  

~ Pastor Rob 

Wildfire Victims 
Children’s Clothing Collection 

There are many needs arising from the extreme 
wildfires that have plagued our state and 
primarily the Chelan area this summer. One of 
the greatest and most basic needs identified is 
children's clothing. 

Bob and Betty Helm are working under the 
guidance of Chelan UMC to collect "gently 
used" children's clothing for distribution to the 
victims of the wildfires. 

Bob and Betty will be making a trip to Chelan in 
mid-October. In order to have everything 
packed and ready to take with them, they must 
have your donations no later than October 15th. 
You may contact Bob directly at 360-427-0448 
or bring your items in boxes to the church and 
they will pick them up on the Sundays prior to 
October 15th. 

Thank you all in advance for your generosity! 



From the cluttered desk of  your Lay Leader, 
Joyce Stratton… 
 

As Pastor Rob says, “There’s a lot going on in this church!” 
 

If you attended service this past Sunday, September 27th, you are aware that one 
scripture reading was James 5:13-20. Check it out. Verses 13-15, as stated in The 
Message, read as follows: 
 

13-15   Are you hurting? Pray. Do you feel great? Sing. Are you sick? Call the church leaders together to pray and anoint you with oil in the 
name of the Master. Believing-prayer will heal you, and Jesus will put you on your feet. And if you’ve sinned, you’ll be forgiven—healed inside 
and out. 

 

If you were in attendance, you know that is exactly what we did. 
 

“What a privilege to carry, everything to God in prayer…” Bobby and I not only got to experience being anointed, we, 
with some feelings of inadequacy, anointed others. It never fails to take my breath away when I feel God’s spirit moving 
through me...to feel that he is using me to reach out to others. 
 

Have you heard? A women’s group is in the offing. If you would like to be a part of its inception, please contact me, 
Joyce, at 360-275-0151, or jstrattononhaven@msn.com. One of the primary concerns we would like to make a 
cornerstone of this group is local missions. Just a few of the activities to be considered, once the group format has been 
designed and approved, are as follows: 
 

 Visit a mission we support: Tacoma Community House is considered a vital and valuable resource for immigrants, 
refugees, and long-time residents seeking enrichment and pathways to become contributing community members. 

 Check out other UMC women’s groups such as Vestavia Hills UMC of Birmingham, AL. Go on-line to vhumc.org/
ministries to peruse enriching activities they offer. Through leadership training, retreats, and global opportunities, the 
church connects women in transformational relationships and unites them in Christ to impact our world (their 
words). 

 So many other possibilities...exercise class, women’s retreat, hiking, book club, journaling, card making...to name just 
a few. 

 

Nominations will be closing soon and will be announced at Charge Conference, October 18th. Have you considered the 
many opportunities available to serve our God by serving our community through this family we call North Mason 
United Methodist Church? 

SAVE THE DATE! 
A 2nd Knit & Crochet Social will be held at NMUMC on 

Saturday, November 21st to raise funds for North Mason 

Resource Center and Faith In Action’s HUB - Center for Seniors. 

Details and registration are available on our website at 

www.northmasonumc.org 

Around The Grounds 
from Butch Boad, Chair of  Trustees 

The grounds around our sanctuary have been blessed by the service of many. Most noticeably, the labyrinth 
has created another place to experience another connection with God. 

As fall has arrived with changes of color and weather, we are reviewing how best to not only improve and 
maintain all the landscape, but provide opportunity for anyone to share the gift of serving. A description of what 
additional help is needed for outside maintenance is being developed and offered for those interested in signing 
up. 

This should be available after the Church Council meeting on Thursday, October 15th. 

http://www.northmasonumc.org
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Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview Elementary) has a friendly competition 
every year to see which class can collect the most “Box Tops.”  If anyone 
would like to save these for Barb, she would love to have them! 
 

Please see Barb for more details. 

NMUMC is sponsoring a collection of cell phones to 

provide deployed and returning troops cost-free methods 

to communicate with  families while serving in the United 

States military. Donate cell phones (with their chargers) 

and place in the  designated box. 

Community 
Breakfast 
Sunday 

October 4th 
8:30am - 9:30am 

Donations Gratefully Accepted 

Education Hour for Adults 
 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is Faithlink, a discussion on the intersections of faith and current 
events.  

Emergency Food Collection 
 

NMUMC donates to three groups in our area. The North Mason Food Bank, 
Community Food Pantry and the Coalition of Churches & Community. 
 

Thank you for helping those in need in our community! 

Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch that will be hosted by NMUMC is on October 
21st, from noon-1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist Church. If you would like to 
help in this community outreach program, call or talk to Judy Honsowetz or Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for elementary school age children, after 
which childcare is available for all ages. 

Sunday, October 18th 

7:15pm 

Everyone is welcome! 



Our Presence 

September 6 - 63 

September 13 - 63 

September 20 - 69 

September 27 - 72 
 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 
Susan Bonnel (friend of Jan Olmsted), Jim 
Thomas (friend of Bob & Betty Helm), Mary 
Wingren, Jennifer O’Keefe, Jay and Kathy 
Matsen, Mike Williams (Gene & Linda Williams 
son), Juanita High, Laura Lee (Gerry Wasner’s 
youngest daughter), Josie Helene (Mike & Mary 
Wingren’s granddaughter), Dan Bearce, Al 
Aosved, Miguel (Barb & Ben Boad’s son-in-law), 
Bob Boad (Ben Boad’s son), Sarah Watkins 
(friend of Duana), Peggy Hager, Rebecca Merhaut 
(Phyllis Merhaut’s daughter-in-law), and Leon Hart 
for healing and medical concerns 
  

Teresa Fleener’s son, Gaven Eier, severely 
wounded in the line of duty in Afghanistan, for 
emotional as well as physical recovery 
  

Friends and family of Claribel “Kebby” Snider 
as they mourn her passing 
  

Friends and family of Mary Beth Morris as they 
mourn her passing 
  

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired in 
war and political violence 

Our Service 
Thank you Sandy Shoemaker, Judy Mastick, and 
Lynn Soderlund  for all of their efforts to present the 
fun Oktoberfest fall celebration this Friday, October 
2nd! 
 

Continued thanks to Ged Honsowetz and Mike Snow 
for their on-going service of the First Sunday 
Breakfast that feeds not only NMUMC members, but 
members of the community at large. 
 

Thank you to trustee members, Butch Boad, Ron 
Gregory, and Ged Honsowetz (sorry if I’ve omitted 
anyone), continuing efforts to resolve issues with the 
security system and with the dishwasher. 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 
 

The November newsletter will contain the results of 
Oktoberfest that is being held this Friday, October 
2nd...stay tuned! 

~ Blessings from your Finance Committee 
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October Birthdays 
 1st Karen Headley 

 4th Elaine Perron 

  Bill Chisholm 

 11th Dan Bearce 

 13th June Vande Bossche 

 14th Denise Snow 

 18th Hugh Ewart 

 20th Carmen Caporale 

 23rd John Nester 

  Michael Barth 

 24th Sue Miller 

 29th Joanna Ewart 

October Anniversaries 
 19th Pete & Miriam Wyble 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  1 
6pm ACA 

2 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

7pm NA 

3 

4 
8:30am Community 
Breakfast 
 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
with Communion 
 
 
 
 

5 
12pm 
Caregivers 
D-Group 
 

7pm News & 
Views D-Group 

6 
7pm NA 

7 
6pm D-Group 

8 
 

6pm ACA 

9 
7pm NA 

10 
 

11 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

 
 
 

 

12 
12pm 
Caregivers 
D-Group 
 

7pm News & 
Views D-Group 
 

 

13 
 

7pm NA 

14 
6pm D-Group 

15 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm 
Committee 
Meetings 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 
 

6pm ACA 

16 
7pm NA 

17 
 
 
 

18 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 
 
7:15pm Annual 
Charge Conference 
 
 
 

19 
12pm 
Caregivers 
D-Group 
 

7pm News & 
Views D-Group 

20 
5:30pm 
NMR BOD 
 

7pm NA 

21 
12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCBC  
 

6pm D-Group 

22 
6pm ACA 

23 
7pm NA 

24 

25 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

26 
12pm 
Caregivers 
D-Group 
 

7pm News & 
Views D-Group 

27 
7pm NA 

28 
6pm D-Group 

29 
6pm ACA 

30 
7pm NA 

31 

Committee Meetings 

Finance Committee, Trustees, and SPR 

Meetings - October 15th at 5pm 
 

Church Council - October 15th at 6:30pm 



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us  in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in Pensacola, FL 

Gaven Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson is out of the Marine and currently in DC working for the 

government. He has been admitted to Vasser and will be attending soon. 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson in the reserves and back home struggling to find a career. 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed at Ft. Walton, FL. 

Aislinn Miner - Judy Mastick’s granddaughter in the Army returned from her 3rd deployment to Iraq/

Afganistan and is now stationed at Fort Irwin, CA 

 

 

We are located 1½ miles north of Belfair on Route 3                                                    

Office: 360-275-3714         Mon-Fri 9-3:30 PM                             

Mailing Address: PO Box 1197, Belfair WA 98528-1197                                

www.northmasonumc.org    office@northmasonumc.org                                        

Pastor: Rob McCoy  
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Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


